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ÁBackgroundto the paper
ÁAim of the research
ÁIntroducingthe S-centroidanchormethod
ÁApplicationto somevoweldata from British 

English (SSBE/ModernRP)

ÁDiscussionand further implications
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ÁQuantitativemethodsin a quantitativediscipline
ÁThe art and science of vowelchange(Labov 1994)
ÁEarlierwork this studyis basedon
ÁWatt and Fabricius S-centroidmethod (Watt and Fabricius 

2002)

ÁTRAP/STRUT rotation in RP (Fabricius 2007) and angle 
methodsusingvoweljuxtapositions

ÁTestingnormalisationmethods(Fabricius, Watt and 
Johnson 2009) for geometrically-relatedproperties

ÁHere: Combiningthe two (normalizationand modelling
changingvowellocidistributions aroundthe centroid)
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Adaptedfrom Fabricius 2007: 300
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Flynn 2010: slide 16

For variety-specificmodificationsof the Watt and 
Fabricius S-centroidmethod, seealsoDurian, 
forthcomingand Bigham 2008. mW&F usesF1 of [a] 
only
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Á In geometry, the centroid, geometric center, or 
barycenter of a plane figure or two-dimensional shape 
X is the intersection of all straight lines that divide X into 
two parts of equal moment about the line. Informally, it 
is the "average" (arithmetic mean) of all points of X. 

Á(From Wikipedia)
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